










SATURDAY NIGHT 



Call it callousness, call 
it reprisal^ call it a policy of 
hostile negrlect: a million 
Germans taken prisoner by 
Eisenhower's armies died in 
captivity after the surrender 



th^ T945j Adolf Hitler’s 

Third Reich oti the hriyik of coU 

lapse, ground betureett ti^e tied Army, 
iiduancing weslu/ard iowerds Beriitt,. 
and the America British^ and Cana¬ 
dian afTnies,. under the overall cam- 
mand of General Dtidght Eisenhower, 
moLfifig castiuard over the Rhine. Since 
dye D^Day landings in Normandy the 
previous June, the western Allies had 
won back Rrance and the Low Coun¬ 
tries, and some Wehrmachi; comman¬ 
ders were already trying to negotiate 
local surrenders. Other units, though, 
continued to obey Hider^s orders to 
fight ki the fast man. Most systems, 
including transport, had broken down, 
and cwilimis in panic flight from the 
advancing Russians roamed at larga. 


H ungry El d fri h ttTitd TI vi n J 5 i rj (jrai n fi<;]<!s w i th in fi fty fee: of 
us^ awaiting the appropriate time to jump ap with cheli: 
h a nda in :h c ai r": :h iit’s ho w Ciip:aj 0 H. F. McCu llo ugh of il^e 2 o(i 
Anti-Tant Reghoeni of lIic 2fld Canadian Dlvi^ioo deserihed the 
tliaosofthcGenmiii surrender nt the end of die Second World War, 
In it dity niid hiilf, accord in e to Field Marshal fStrrarcl Mont- 
gorrery, 500,000 Germans surrendered co hL52ist Army Group iji 
northern Germany. Soon after V-E Day — Mny S, 1945 " the 
Britiiih’Canadian eatch totalled more than 2-iiiillion. ViiTually 
noiltlngabou:iheir creainieni sucvIvesintheiirchivesiriOttnwiior 
Loiulon, but some skimpy evidence from the International Coju- 
rtiittee of the Red Cross, the armies concerned j and the prisoners 
themselves indicates that almost all continued in fair health. In any 
case, most were quickly released and sent home, or else traiisferred 
to the Fi'ench to lielpin the postwar work of recon struct! on, (The 
Frencfi army had itself taker fewer than 500^000 prisoners.) 


BY JAMES BACQUE 


SaiurtliiyNi^ln/siiiTiiMSii'.n 



Liikc thu ^ind t\\c 

Aintrricjiiis suddenly f:^ccd Jistoundirsg 
nuETihers of snrrcndcrinj' Gec tu^iji troops: 
the: firutl Lully of prisoru^ts tnken by the U .Sr 
urnny m S -uroj^e (excludinji; Italy ritid North 
Africa} wan 5,2 5-mil ho o. But the Ameri' 
o.iTis rcspojidcd very tliffereutly. 

Ajoong the oiirly Ur^^. -LiLpiivc-s was ont 
Corporid Heliout Liebithj who had been 
working in sui rniLi-aircraft experirueotal 
group a t Fecnem u []^3e o o ihc Baltic. I dels ich 
'ivas capturcti by the Acuerienn-ion April 17^ 


near Goiha in central Gerntany. Forty-iv^fo 
yenri> iai.er, he recalled vividly that there 
were no teTii5 in the Gothis canipj [use 
barbed-wire fences around a fiehl soon 
chisrned to mud. Tlie prtJioners received a 
small ration of food on ihe first day but it 
was theEi cut isi half. In order to get it, they 
were fotei:d to ruo a gauEitiet. Huoche^i 
over, they ran between Sines of Acsiericao 
guards who hit th-eru witli sticks as they 
scurried to\vards their food. Oo April 27, 
they were transferre'd to the U.S. entn]? at 


t-lcidcslieioi farther west, where there w^as 
no food at :dl for days, tlicii very iittle. 
Exposed, starved, and thir.^ity, the jnen 
Started to die, 1 deb ich saw between ten and 
thirty Bodies a day being dragged out of his 
sect ion, B, w^h ich a t fi rst h el d aro u nd 5 ,200 
men. Fh.: s.asv one prisoner heat another to 
death to get his iittle piece of Bi cad. One 
niglit, wlicn it r:iiued, Liebich saw [he sides 
of the lioies in w^hieli they were sheltered, 
dug in .'ioft sandy earth, coliapse on riten 
who were too weak to struggle out. They 







a 2 iiiLmol .1 y Nigin11.>. 















!iLii(>rhc]'cd lier[>re :i ci yu n<i ci; yi I tl 101 i . 

I.icbich :;al [Igw]! aiid wept. "'I could liardly 
men eoiJd be so cruel to e:icli orhej'" 
'['yphus brok<r oui iii HcLde.'iltfun ;tbou! 
c]ie bcyiiiJiing cjf M;iy. Five dnys: idl er V-E 
Oil May I .-S^ 1 .i-eliicb was rrausferred to 
Ml to (Iter U.S. row cMuipj at liioyeo- 
ftlidesbciin in zhe KbineJamJ near BmcI 
Kreui'.iiachj wlicrc he was hjIcI iliai rhe 
prisoners nujnbfied sornewfiti'c: !>L:iwei:ii 
200^000 MEui [ill wi til our tvliollei'^ 

UuA, w 13lor, niciliciciCj or siifJici-cJii space. 


ijoon he tel] sick with tlysentei'y aiid ly- 
pliLis. Me was moved Mgairi, seriiiconst jouM 
aiid ilelirioiis, in an t.ipen-topped railwav 
CiSr wills liboi]! .sixty oclierprisojiers: Jiorrh- 
west ^lowni the ilkinej witfi m denjui' 
through ]-[oJland^ xvltere ilse Dutek si(sod 
on bridges lo jiniit.sli stones down on the 
Is ends of iIk^ jjrisoners. Sometimes the 
AotericMO gi.Lar(.ls lirutl waruiiij; ^bot■s near 
tluj 13 LI tell to keep tlieni off. Sometimes iiot. 
.After tiiree it i gins ^ ids fello^v jsr iso nets 
keiped Imn .^niggei' buo lIu; kiige eitinp ml 


Rheinberg, near tlie border with tke 
Nl:i kcrlaiids^ageiis wiclioLitslielteror food. 

When M little food finMliy did ai'i'ive, ii 
w-as rotten. In [lone of rhe fou]' cnntjss kit<l 
Liebicb Seen iiny .siieliei' lor the prisoners. 
TI le tleatli ri3 i:l: i i s cii e U. S r R ]i i nei m n d cam ps 
at this pEjintn aceortling to surviving data 

A newsRuporr Rh&In-Zaitung^ 

idisntlflod this uncaptl^sned U.S. 
Army photcherApli of CiOrnian POWw ii«: 
camp nt sprinter 1945 























ii.ilurdiiy Ni}tlit ''sr.n imiij:i! lySi-i 





froni a TCHidicrt] .<lu]'Ve>^ was obout fbirly jief 
cent per yea.t. A nomijil desiTli nuc for 
civiliaji populiicion in 1^4^ wni becw'ccn 
one iiiid Lwo per cent. 

0«ie d:iy in Juiie, chraujjli tbe hnlluLina- 
riotis of his fevu^^ Liclnefi .saw “the rom- 
mies" cojinijis info the csncip- The Bikisli 
Ijai] taken over Rheinberj;> sokI diac jjj'oba- 
bly saved liis life. Ac this pointy I.lehicltj 
who is five-foot-ien, weLglied 96 .i! pounds. 

Accord to stories fokl to tins tiny by 
otiier cx-pr j soners o f Rhei n berg, die last act 
of file Aniericiins before the British cook 
Over lire camp w'as to buJlclo/x one sec lion 

Eisenhower 

HIMSELFSIGNEDTHE 
REQUESTTOCRENTE 
APRISONERCAnGORY 
NOrCOVEeBYTHE 
GENEVA CONVENnON 

level whilei liete were si ill living men in thee r 
holes in the j’jrmnid. 

Under thcCJenc■vaL'or1velnic^n^ ifirec icn- 
porLiini rigfiLs arc guaranteed [>risnni:i's of 
war; that diuy will be led anti sheltered in 
the sa ine stn nthi rd a s bn se nr il c |X)l tr o o ps o f 
the Cap luring l^^wer; ftint they can send 
ami receive mail; nnel that they will be 
vis I led by de Iconics (d the liiternnfioiial 
Cionimiftee ol I he Rctl CftJSS ([(die) who 
will report in seercl on theii' fnial incul to a 
[N'occccing Power. (In iheeaseofCiertnnny. 
;iN 1 hej^overiinLeiil liiiiiMtegi ated in fin; elid¬ 
ing stages of ihewiir, Swil/.eHniiil had been 
designaletl ihe proleciing powei'^) 

III facL'i. Citmiaii prisoners inken by ihe 
LLhS. Annj.' m tin: end of rtu: .SecoiKl WtjrkI 
War were tlenieti rlie-fe ami nnjst oilier 
riglils by a series of specific tlet:i?iioiis anti 
tlireciives siciiiiiiing mainly Ironi (J,S. 
.■\riity he!itlt|iianers :u SI 1.'\Ed- — Supreme 
I leatklnni'fei'Si, Allietl lixfietlil ioiiary I'dree. 
(ieiieral Dwighi l-asenhower wa.s (xnli 
siijn'cine con mi mule r of SElAl-.l’ “ nil ihe 
Allied armies In iiorcliwestern liurope - 


anti the commanding general of the fJ.S. 
forces in die E’.iircjj^ean theatre. I le wa;^ 
inibjecc to the Combined Chiefs of Stuff 
tCC.*>) of Britain and die to ihe U .S. 
Joint ChLef;n;fStaffyCliJi and to tht: ]Toliey 
of the U.S, govermiietitj hut in the absence 
ufe.-<plicic directives — to the contrary or 
otbiirwise — ultimate resfmnnibilicy foriJie 
crentmeuL of ilie Cennan pri^ioners in 
American lumd^ be^ with hint. 

Glotlj I haie tbe OeTiiian.sJ^ Eisenhower 
wrote lo his wdtej MJ^lnLe^ in Sepieniberj 
L 944. Knrliei'j in from of the Briri^ii an i has- 
sndor to ^X'lishingionj he hatl said that nil 
liic JjJOO or officers of the Ceniiiici 
GeJier Li I Sta ff s ho 11 111 bo ' ‘c\ te nil i [1 med.’ ’ 

hi March, 194^, n mc.ssagc lo the Coir- 
birietl Chiefs ofS raff signed anti bd rial led by 
Eisenhower recommendett creating a Jiew 
class of pi'isoners — Disarmed Rmimy 
Forces, OT DRFs — wdiOf unlike Geneva-de¬ 
fined prisoners of war, would not be fcil by 
the army after the surrender of Gcrjminy, 
d’his would be n direct breat-h of ttie Geneva 
Convention. The mess age, tltitetl March 
10, argues in 'The additional maiTnc- 
nance couuiiltniem entailed by deeJariug 
the German Arinetl Forces priosiiers IsicJ of 
war which wmuUl neccssii ;ite die provision 
of rations on a scale ct|ual tu thiit of base 
troops would prove far beyoml the capacity 
of the A11 ies eveil I f a 11G c r m an sources were 
capped.^ Er emisr ''Yoiii' approval is ne- 
qticsled. Existing jjlan.'iliave been preparctl 
upon this basis.’* 

On April 26, 194,5, the Gombinetl Cfiiefsi 
approviitl ihe DEF status for prisoners of 
war in American hands only; the British 
tnembers had refosctl Lo a£lo|?c the Amei'i- 
ciin plan lorlheitown pi isoners. The Coni' 
billed Chiefs stipulated that the smtus of 
tlisarmctl Gerniiin iroops be kcptseci'ct, 

liy that time, Srinenbower’s quartermas¬ 
ter general at .SJ-IAEU', General Robert Lii- 
tlcjobii, bad already twice reduced raiions 
to prisoners and ii 51 lAE]' message Signet! 
“Eisenlunver” Inid reporcctl to General 
Gefu'ge Marshall, die U.S. .Army chief of 
staff, iliai the prisoner pens woultl ptovkle 
“no shelter or nth l:!' comforts. . . 

The prohlein was nol sufiplies. There 
wriH tiicn'c than enough materiel srockiTlhai 
in litii'ope to coiisi met prison-cntup ladli- 
lies, |■^sel 1 hower'a stuicial assislanl. Gen¬ 
eral !■ verelt f (ugheSj had visbud tlie huge 
s n p p I y il Li I n ps a i N a p les a i kI Ma rsd 11 c and 
reported: ''More siocks lliiin we can ever 
use. Jilretch as far as i:ye can see." Ihiod 
shouki not have becti a prohkin, citlier. In 
the IJ.S.i wliciit anti corn stirpliwes were 
higher than ihey bail ever been, aitd thei'C 
was a record crti|) of fujlatcfcs. The army 
itself lintl so mueb food in reserve that when 


ii whole warefiouseful was tlroppetl from 
the supply lists by accident in England ii: 
was not noticed for three months. In addi¬ 
tion, the Intcriiitcional Coitimitiee of the 
Red Gross h a d 0 vej' L 0 0,000 cons o f footl in 
scoi'iigc in Switv.crland. When it cried to 
sentl Ltvo crainloads of this to cite American 
sector of Germany, U.S. Army officers 
turned the trains back, saying thuir ware¬ 
houses were a I re at] y overf lowijig w ith ICB C 
ft.md which they had never distributed. 

Niinethclcss it was thrfxjgli the supply 
side that tlie policy of deprivai ion was car- 
rieil out. W.mer, food, tents, .space, 
mcdichte - every tiling necessary for rbe 
prisojicis wjts kejx fatally f?CLirC(j''a 
Rheiiibetg, where Corpural Licbich would 
fetch up in mid-May, shivering wlili dysen¬ 
tery and typhus, had no fooil at all when it 
was opened on April 17. As in the other hig 
“Rhine meadow*’ camps, opened by the 
Americans in mid-April, there were no 
guard towers, tents, btiihJIngs, cookingfy- 
cililies, water, lutrines, or fond. 

George Weiss, a tank repairman who 
now lives in Toronto, recalls of his Camp on 
the Rliinei “All niglu wc had to sit ajt 
jamiued against eneb other. Butllte lack of 
water was the worst rbingof all. Eor three 
juxl a half days, wc had no water at all. We 
woul<.l think our own urine. . . .** 

Rrivate Hein?. T. {hissurname is wicbbeld 
ac his request) had jusr turned eighteen in 
fu)S]iital when the Anierieans w^alked into 
his Will'll on April IS. Me and all his fellow 
parleiits were taken out lo the; eanip ac Bad 
Kre u/,n ath i ] I i:he R h L nela nd, w h i cli a I reatl y 
held several liaiidrcd Lhousund pfisouers. 
Heinv. was wearing only a pair of shorts, 
.>ihoe.s, and a shirt. 

1 leiiu was far from the youngesi in Lhc 
camp, which also held thousiuids of dis¬ 
placed German civilians. There were dtil- 
[ I ren ;i.s y OLing as s i X U rii mi g L he [) r i stmer s, us 
well as prugiLinl women, and men over 
sixty. At the beginiuitg, when trees still 
gre w in l he ca nt]?, su nii: me n iiiu n iiged to cu t 
off limbs to build a fire. Tlie guard sorderet! 
the fire putOUL. In many of theeuclosunifi, 
ii was lorbKUleri io tUg holes in the grourKl 
for shelter. ‘’All we* bad ro eat wus grass,*' 
Meiiii! reitieinbei'S, 

Ghui'les vtiii I.Liiiichiiu was convuleseliiji 
:tl home when he deckled lo surrendei' vol- 
tiiiMi-ily lo U.,S, troopsu 1)0111 rooeeiipy his 
hotise. l-le was liikeiUo Camp Krij^jj, on the 
Rhinu Eieui' Reiiaagcn. 

“We were kept in crnwtleil barbed-wii'e 
eugea in ilie o|>eii witti scarce I y :iiiy footl,*' 

Th^ POW enuniiii clustar^d nil fil-oniif tlia 
Rhine mavh tho finni SNCcd'dflful Alllo^l 
tliniiit Into Carm^iny, Th«t U.&. Army 
Offlelnlly took S.2&-fnl1llQn prlnoliars 
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MAIM ALLIED CAMPS MAIM ALLIED CAMPS 

IN FRANCE AND BELGIUM IN GERMANY 


1 Berlin 

1^ f^.untri'uil Utll^Y 

25 Guri; 

37 Vilty-lc Ffoiicois 

1 ^iiilL:rii;li 

13 Zluciituhiciiit 

ZE E.DiYdull'J( 

2 nruni?!! 

K Amhols-n 

7X\ l.ns l^u^jIus-PuriL'l 

33 Slu.M^imhuuld 

Z Rhcinlirv.'g 

]A i^inlic^linini 

IG Pl^ii^uu 

3 4Llicliy 

ISani-r^jns 

'JJ Hdsrrns 

i1i> 1^ iiljijj 

3 Wi[:|ir,-4tlil^iirg 

15 Bnd Krcii^nanli 

2/ EiiibuiiriLJUsuiL 

^ ChurLuurg 

16 £uijldC 

23 Lf'Jfcrnci U'OrieyF 

dO Briimnlh 

4 !(uIi4 

3D ^''jnnnNtinL 

71$ Bnd Aililinii 

!i [fnltH U^sii 

17 SlL.-MuduriJui^JdllLii 

29 Riv4;sallE!£ 

S^iriubuijriy 

b FtLinuy^jii 

17'J^\rijbUr!j 

7t?CDltlJ 

6 fllcnwn 

IB linrmipnfln 

:i(l M^rsnillu 

Al Surrulbu 

n Ji'nrig 

39Hi!ilbiuiiii 

39Mijpislnr 

7 ReiiiliDS 

19 Andnri:^)? 

31 Aiilijinnn 

19 Ovnrijsclin 

7 Brnl^pnlinir:! 

m Nmu ^Jlin 

31 DrAsiiiAMi 

3 Ecran 

2D Da^iOfingiin 

'■i?. M^iIIioiisd & Gl. luuis 

■1-1 Muli 

6 Ai^lcrnnnh 

?\) Biirfinii 

32 Zurich 

3 C-liaiDiE^ijnu 

21 

93 ColRinr 

dO SJlJinay 

9 BuiJt^^hcim 

Zb 


10 Crriuuns 

22 Liil>jiihuVr^ 

2A Laiiyics 

Eilliscul 

in fifsr^liDlin 

!Z 


1 1 Thor^elns-h'ns 

21? .SiigInzD 

9^ UrifiiiieL lu-ChuhL'^ll 

17 Mui:s 

1 ] Binni]ii A UiuCiirshuiin 

y.l\ ^bin.^tiiirg 


1^ Miilsnnniv 

2■^ Bnynnnn-Bcyris 

s1G MuillV'lii-CDm|l 

13 OsLcnll 

12 InyLl'iuiin 

7A Dnnhnit 
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he reel! 11 lid reoentiy, diiui half dii; 

days Vr-i: had mi food Lit all. On thii I'cst, we 
got ii hetJe K rai.loii. I coLild seu from die 
[jnokage tliat they were giving us one-iendi 
of the rutiona tluit they issiiefl to their usvii 
joen. . . r I ciiLiiplaincti to the American 
Ciunp coLTiniantier lIimc lie was breaking the 
Geneva Convuntion, hut ho fust saiti, ‘For¬ 
get th e Con V eiiiioji . Yo u h aveo' t any rig hts r 
“The IfitriTKiS wore fust logs flung over 
tliiohes next to the hm hoti-wiie fences. Bo- 
eanse of ill ness j the ineTi hail to defecate on 
the groniu]. Soon^ in any of us were too 
weak lo take nff our Trousers first. out 

^A^RKCREWS 

REMOVED DOG TAGS, 
STRIPPED THE BODIES, 
ANDSTACKEDTHEMIN 
lAYERSINIERBEDDED 
WITHQUICKUME 

dnthuig WMS infeiiced, and so was the mud 
where we liatl lo walk nnd s-ii and iie tiown. 
In these conriitioiiSj our men very soon 
jifartetl to ilie. Within a few tlays, some of 
the men who Insd gone healthy iiuo the 
eanip were deati. 1 saw out men liragging 
in any bodies to the gate of the caiTipj where 
they were thrown loose on lop of each other 
onto tTLieks, which cook them away." 

Von Luttidmn's ntoilier was .American 
anti he later enngratetf to Washingion, 
L>,C., where he became a historian and 
wrote a military history for the U.S. At my. 
He was in the Krijiji camp for ahout ihrec 
jTiontlis. 

Wolfgang [ff^ who was imprisoned a I 
[dieinherg and still lives in Germany, re¬ 
po its chat, in his suhsection of perhaps 
10,000 prisoners, thirty lo forty budle.s 
were dragged out every tlay. A member ol 
the burial work party, Iff says he helped 
fnuil the dead from his cage out to the gate of 
rht: camp, where the botlies wej'c carried by 
wheelbarrow to several big stt^el garages. 
There iff and his team stripped the corpses 


of clothing, snapped off half of each alu- 
mintim dog i:ig, spread cheborlies in layers 
of fifteen to twenty, with ten diovelfuls of 
qiiieklijne over each layer till they were 
stacked a niecrc high, plueerl the personal 
effects in a hag for the Americans, then left. 
Some of the con].se& were dead of gangrene 
following frostlate. (It was an nmisnally 
wet, cold -Spi'ingO A do^.en or more otheri 
li lid grown fotr weak to cling to the log flung 
across [he ditch for a latrine, and had fallen 
off and rli’owned. 

The Condi [ ion li in the A me r lean camps 
along the Elliine in late April were obiicrvcd 
hy two coloricl-'i in the U.S, Army Medical 
Corfjs, James Mason and Charles Beasley, 
who dcseriherl tiietn in a []a[jcL published in 
]9.SQi ‘'Huddled close together for 
warmth, behind the barbed wire was a most 
Liwesome sight — neajiy 100,0(>01 laggard, 
apaiheiie, dirty, gaum, hlank-staring men 
elad in dirty field grey uniforms, and stall¬ 
ing ankle-deeji m niutl. , - . The Cjctnum 
Oivision Cmiimantler repurted char the 
men had not eaien for at least two days, anti 
chepi'ovisioji of waicE- was a major problem 
- yet only 200 yarth away was the Kiver 
Rliine runningbaiikfnll.^' 

On M ay d, ] 9-1.^, the firsi German pris- 
oiier.s of war in U -S- liands were transferred 
to l^tiF status. rhu.saniL day, the lJ-5. War 
l^epm'tmenc baimcd mail to or from die 
prisoners. {When rlie liiiernacional Cmii- 
mi tree of die Red Crtjss snggesccti a plan fur 
restoring mail in July, it w-as rejectetl.i 

O n M SI y fl, V' E D ay, th i: Gej'm a n govern - 
me or was aholislicd ajtd, siimiltaiieously, 
the IJ-i. Sente Department dismissed 
iwiiv.erlaitd as the priuecdug power fof the 
German prisonerii. (Fi'Ljnc Minister 
Mackeu:f.ie KI El g 0 f G a n a d a [irn tested to t he 
Foreign Office in London the jmrallcl re¬ 
moval of the Swi-ss as |jrocecting [ jo wet in 
Orii iiih-Canadia n camps, luit v/as 
Still defied for his paijis.) With ihisdonc, die 
State Depart 111 cm in formed ihe Interna- 
L Iona I CornniiLcee of the Rtal ta'oss tliat, 
si nee there was no protecting poiver to 
repon lo, there was uo longer any poini in 
visiting die eanips. 

From then on,prisoners liehl hyciicU,S. 
Army had no aeees.i to any i in partial ob¬ 
server, nor could they receive food pa reels, 
elodiing,, ur nicelicities from any relief 
agency, £>r I niters frtim their kin. 

General George l^acton's Ll.b, ihiixl 
Army was the only army in the w^hole Ru- 
j'opcan theatre to free sigEufieanc numbers 
of captives timing May, sjiving many of 
them fi'om probable dearh, Roth <.)r!i!ir 
11 rad I ey and Gon c ra IJ. C: -1-1. ] .ec, Clom m an - 
tier ComiTiuriicatioiis 21o[ie i.(.k)]ii Z.i Eu¬ 
re tpe, ordei etl a release of prisoners within 


a week of the war’s cod, 
l)uL a il-lAld’ order signed 
“Eisenhower" counter- 
iTiaoded them oei May 15, 

That same day, aceotd- 
iitg CO a [ultiLice of their 
cueetiitg. General Eisen- 
htiwei' ami Frirne Minister 
Churchill talked about re- 
ilncing prisuner racion-s- 
ChurcSiill asked fot an 
agrtM^menr on tlie scale of 
rations hu' prisoners, l>e- 
eausc he ivnnld srjoii have 
to a tin oil nee encs in die 
British meat ration and 
I van tell in make sure tliat 
ilie prison£^rs "as tar as pu.*;- 
slble . , . shoiihi be fed tm 
those supplies wdiich we 
coultl best spartr." Eisen- 
Siower rejilled that he had 
already “given die matter 
eonsiderahle attention," 
liin w-as phinnirtg to rc-ex¬ 
am in e [he whole ifilng to 
see "wheiher or nut a fur- 
[her reduetion was pu.ssi- 
hle." I le t£>lil Churchill that 
1^0 Ws had be-en get ting 
Z,2(}() calories a day. (The 
U.??. Army Medical Corps 
coiisitlered 2,1 an abso¬ 
lute mini 111 Lint suhsisLCncc 
level fur sedentary adults 
livinjT lEiiiler siielcer, U.S. 
troops were issued 4,000 
calories a day.) What lie 
did lEOC cell Glnirefn!l was 
chat ihe army was no: fecil- 
ing the l?EFs at all, or was 
feeding cherEi far ie,ss tlmn 
tliose who .still enjoyed 
[] r I so ner- o f-w a r sta e us , 
filltinns were reduced 
again soon after ihis: a direct cot was 
recorded in the Quariermasccr Repuns. 
lint imlireer cuts were caking place as weil- 
Oiit; was tlie effiici of extraordinary gaps 
between prisoner si rengch as given osi rhe 
rat ion I is is mid official "on liami’‘ couui.s, 
and between die on-haml euums and ^h^^ 
actual number of prisimers iu tlie-eamps. 

The meticulous General Lee griiw so 
lA'orried Libout rhe discrcjiaucies tliat lie 
f ii'cd o ff a cha I len gi ng ca h h: from h is liead- j; 
quarttirs in Paris to SE TAHF head£|itarieis in 
I’rankturtL 1- 

“This [ [eadtpiaIters is liiivmg consider- -v 
able difficulty iu oscablishisig adequate ba- ^ 
sis for ri:i[uisirioiiiug rations tor prisuriCi'S ^ 
of w'ar cur re inly held iu 1 fieater, ... In 3 
resjionse to icn pi tries Irocn tbis Keati<[uar- | 
ters. . . several v a ry i [i g scatecTK.ai i s of nil m- * 
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bcr (>( prisoncr-.s ln’l^l in ’rhcattr luive Ijetrri 
[>ul)]ifiliijtl Ijy Si l.-M'.l',’' 

]-k“ iln'n titcs tlie laLCfit Sfl AJ-.l'SCJlumcnt: 

. . . iiiin:f.[ .'i [ May scal■t'^^ 
IjftVOiOOO prisoiiLTS ()[ '.vrir :)iui lj20{3,0{)0 

tii:tarinQ;il (jcnii:i[i on. KjiikI. Rijwt 

iiviiiliiblt !ir tins ] Jtriidi^isnrlijrfe sIk.)w 

ji j'jjif HI u I’s t)/ w jjr III t .'n IH / y f () sVH (k i j I Cl 1 1 n 
/ iTiinsk’ni rOtkJiiLUtiJi [,, 002,422 ;likI in 
] Wi;]fili Aciiiy C iT J .’5.5 ^ iimkiiij’ a total 
of 2,87H,.5.^7 jiiHUiii :uMirloiial I .OOQ,(>(}(> 
tlisiirrneiii Crtirnnui fnrttH Ciinnaiiy and 
Aii!iiri:i .■' 

'3'In; situailoL] wa:< ristotindiiijti l.i;;^ wnii 
j'[;]>orii(i|i il ntillioEi niort: iin;ii jn die U.S. 
Antly eajljpri til I'.in'afVt; tKait ?iE I.AJiI' said it 
InitUiiiii H lnictfcs. bnt lie was wr est 1 iaif; wtih 
tliu wiiui: he liad in base his issLie nf ftiriii on 
the itii[ii]>ei' -td pristJiiofs ttn hiiiid stippliutl 


Jo !ii]n by (Opefiltionfi). 

Cjjvcji tltc general im'jnoil, flnotiiatitip 
and inaccitralii tall Ins wore probnbly iti' 
cvicrtblcj htiD rjntrt: tiuin I-ni ill if) It capliveji 
Liin luilitally be jftSjn tliiia|ipeiu'ciij; betwiien 
ixvo I'll pons fif tile ’I'hcnier ih'ovDSj Mar- 
slink iiSsLiefi on the snnie tlay^ J i,iiie Z, '['he 
hist I ] I !l sur i es f) f ila i I y I'Li^ons fron 1 che' [ 'I^M 
logs 2,^^7thdOO ]k>Ws nn litntd nt .June 2. 
'I’he lirst mporj of the new weekly series^ 
tlaind tliesu]Oe(.lay, HnysiiKii ifu:re njeonly 
I ,}l.’5tidld0 on hiiin]. Al otu; poim in ihe 
ni 1 £.1 £.1 !e o f .f u I )e f t h e j) ri.soi HI r St renj ■ ifi o n i he 
j‘ali(>[] list sv:is sfuiwii iis 1,421,5.59j while 
031 [.Lie’s ;ind tnber evklenee ill ere w'lin? 
pE'tjbiibly alrii£>sr three litiies ihai iininluir, 
iSpreiulinj' die ralitKis ihinner was one 
wiiy to giiaraiilee .sliirvnrion, Another wns 
Lieecmiplisbed by some SM'anHe Jinny book- 


It wns- U.S» Army to provide “no 

Sh^ltc-r or otKur comforts^^ In the pris¬ 
oner orreloEiires: the men llvi><I Iti h$l<i^ 
III the ourth which they du^ themuolvoe 

keeping iliti'Jii]^ .]timJ :ind July. .A mjlllfin 
l>rist>cieis who had henri reeeivinji at Icnsl 
some Io(hI [leentisu of ilieir notiiiuiil l^OW 
Status lt)si If lei r rij^U'S Jind tlicii' fa oil when 
ihiiy W(^re seerelly iraitsferreii lo i fu: [>l'.l’ 
s iiuii s,' I 'll e sh i JTt w jj.s made 1 1 1 :1 tiler niel y i) V e i‘ 
jnany sveeks, whlhea refill intent ion jialil to 
I )i a j n lilt I ti n^VP I 111 I si Ide lui I j.mce¥) t] Si J A E: 1 '"s 
weekly 1K7W nnd I'epoi l.s. ('['Eie ilis- 
tii'epiiney between those ".silifind" from 
sum Hi tUu'ingihe peritid from June 2 
to July 28 jukI lEiosc^'i'et’eiveti'' in the 1.1 El¬ 
se Jt I ns i s < m Ey Cl. 4 .’5 ]tirf een t,; 'I ’ he j-ec I: issi fi - 
e: I cion JO l?]M‘ did not refill I re any iran.sfei- 
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of [lien :n jicw CiiinpSj or iiivoivu iiny new 
0rj'i3ril7:il:L()]i Lti get CerjiiLin civiliiiJi sup- 
plicii to flienir I hi: niCn :iL:lyeJ w'lierc dlty 

were. AJl tliJit liijppene?t ih^ii, by die 
diiccei (>^ Li lypewi iter^ their skimpy Lilt nr 
U-S. Army food WMistopped. 

I he effect of si policy .irrmigcd clirotiHih 
iiocoLi n tan ey iintl coriviiycLJ by winks iuitl 
nods - without written orders — \v:is tn'se 
ro I [1 y SI L fy, l[i G ii Lo /j'li stritcci tlien to exh aiisr 
clie inidille-rjink officers wlio wore rcapoji- 
siblc for A iioLotlcI in iKe Qniirioi- 

iiijisio!' Section of tlie ndvaiioc U .S. fighting 
units wroii: ;3 [lei soi]:!! plo.i to QiiiiicerniJis- 
icr Generiil Rollert l.ittlejolin ;ts enrly iis 
April 27; "'Askle from the 7.TO tons received 
front Fifteenth Aiiny^ no suhsiateuce li^is 
been received ilOi' do 1 OXpCCt iUiy. Wi 1^^1 
^lesiriilileCliiss [[ :iriii LV f mi ions] we hnve 
reoeiveti lias Ijeen erilirely ill iLiC Sufferimoc 
of ilic Arm its > upon personal appenl :ini] 
lias lieeii EiisigniiicLiiit in iclarion to rlie 
^ lorn ai nl s wf 1 i eh !l n; I lei rig pu t Li pOilllS ll y til e 
infills of prisoners of w:ir.'' 

Rn Ml ours £hf Con [lit Inns ill tlie Ciitiips rnn 
rhioiigli die U.i. army, ’'hny, iluise c:mips 
were h sd jic ws ” liri c<l Ben e<l i et K. / n Li r i sl , s 
technical scrgciinr in ilie Medicnl tit^rps. 
’AVewiii c w:iriied to stay ss tar Liwuyas we 
eoiiltl.” lib tvlay aibtl uarly June of 1945 j a 
tcmii of U.S. Army \leL]ic:il Corps doctors 
did liuivcy some of the Rhineland cinujis, 
hill ding just over ftO^OOO German P{^Ws. 
Irs rejxin is riiissirig from the uppttjpriale 
section of ( Ik: KaliOiial AivhiVCS ill Vt'asli- 
inj’too, but two si:ei]rii]ury sources i'l pro¬ 
duce some of the fiixliiigs. Thi: iliree main 
killers were diarrhoea and dysenrery 
(ireiiccil as oiie category), cardiac tiisease, 

a nd ]7] I l: m I io n i: 1 . B LI L, S L r a ill! ilg m Cilica I tcr- 

iiiiiitdogy, the flociors also recorded deaths 
fi'oin '‘einaeiation’b .1 rid “iixlimiSLiou." And 
their data tcvcaled ilcath rates eighiy ilnies 
as high as any pcnccriine norm. 

Oiily 9.7 [ler ccEit [o I ifteen pereentoI dle 
prisoners harl illiid nf caiiscs clearly assori- 
atc<E with kiek yf footk such as euiaCLaiion 
and dLhy<lration, and '‘es'liausnon.’' but 
the other diseases, diricrly iictriburabli: to 
exposure, uvi:i crowdnlg, flElIl, aixl lack of 
SLitiittUion, won: iiiicitnihl iltlly cxaccrhatcd 
bystmvatioii. .As the reporr noic(l,*‘FxpO’ 
si 1 re, o vcj'c i' 0 \vd i n g o f pc ns anti I a c k rj f h JO d 
anti suiiElary fiielliiLieS all CoMCrlhtltetl [O 
these excessive [tleurlp rates '’ ■‘J'lrc daia, it 
must be remembercil j were taken fnmi the 
ROW camps, ]i[>t from the Dill'eamps. 

By tlx'; eit(.l (jf May, 19-15, more people 
had already <iied in the U.fi. camps than 
wouLrl tlieiti thearomie It last at hlirtLshmta. 

^Jii Jnne d, [945, a cable signed ‘'Fisen- 
1x1 wer” rtild Washingimi that It was "‘tir- 
geiitly iicecssaiy to retUice the nrmbhcn or 
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prisoners at earliest opporciuiity by dis- 
clui rgl n g a! I cl asses o f p tiso uers !i ot I i kely to 
he ret[uired [>y Aliies.” Ii is hiird to under¬ 
stand w'lint prtmL]jted [his cable. Mo reason 
for ii is evident in ific massive cable tratlic 
that survives the petiod in the arcSiives ia 
l.yndoii, Washington, and Ahijcne, Knn- 
sas. .And far from ordering Eiiciilicuver to 
take or hold on to firisoucrs, the Combined 
Chiefs' message OI April ZC hat! urged him 
ncu- ry take In any more after V-b [.>ay, even 
fyr lahriur. Noiiethclcss niorc tliaa 2-mit- 
Eion Dtl-'s were inipountied :ifter May 8. 

louring Jimc, C!erniany was partitiynei] 
into leones of occiEpacitiii and in July, 194.*), 
S H .A ]i t"' was [ lisbx ruleJ. E i.sen h o wer, revert- 
ing to his siii^^le role jis L'.S. comniandmg 
general in ntinipe, became military gover- 
iiyrof the U.S. /oitc. Hc coiitititicil to keep 
y II T 1^ etc t i ross re[) rose n [ a Cl ves , a iirl the U r li , 
Army also inly riTietl .American relief teams 

I hat ilic y.tjnc was dosed to them. Ei was 
doseil Kh all relief sliipnictits as well — imril 
[>ei:e[iil)er, 1945, when a slight reiaxatiyn 
i:uirif: iiilO effect. 

Also starting cn jtily, the .Americans 
rnrne'Ll over berwei:n ami 700,000 

German captives to the hreneli to fielp re- 
fiatr damages done to their eyuurry during 
th e w :i r. M :i n y o f ilic E ra ns terces were i ri fi ve 
U .b. ca ti I os e 1L I s Le red a ro Liiitl D ietc ish c i (u, 
near Mainir, in the secilun of Germany chat 
had just come tnxler I Tench cotilrol. (Mo.it 
trf the rest were in U.S. camps in Etuticc.) 

O n J111 y I (}, a Frc Itch a rmy II n i t too k yver 
Uierersfielni and seventeen days later a 
Captain jnlicu iirrtved to assume com¬ 
mand. Mis report survives us [larL of an 
army imiuLiy into a klispute between juhen 
and liEs [ii'cdecessor. In the first camp he 
enicrctl, he [esci tied to fEnding muddy 
gtound ^'[Ji:y])]etL vvtlfi living SkedccotlS 
some of whom ciied as lie waiclied. Others 

II iitld led U nder b i ts £ bf CU rt Iboa rd wl uch 11 Ley 
el inched al [hough the July ilay w'us hot. 
■iJCAmicn lying 10 holes in the gtoimd sturefl 
u p at h i rn wi i li 1 1 Li ngt: ocile m a b n Ig i ng [ hei r 
bellies in g,ross purijiiy ol jircgnancy; old 
men with long grey hair waiclietl him fec- 
Ldy; cliikircii ol six or seven with the rac¬ 
coon rings of Slarvattoil nioked at him trym 
Lifeless eyi:s. E wo German tloccors in the 
"llospiraI” WU'i e Crying to care for die dViIig 
on ilie ground under the hot sky. fxcween 
cheiinirks of ihe Leiiiihai the .-Vnicricans had 
tilken tvitli them. Julien, who fnld fought 
against the Germans witli liisregimenL, the 
..leriie Regiment rle Tirailleurs Algerians, 
IhjuikI hintsell tliEtiking m SiOd'ror: “This is 
jtist like the [iliotogruphs ol E^uchecueald 
and Dachau." 

'fhere were 1113,500 pexjple in tlie five 
caiiifjs romitl LAetersheiiii and aniongthetii 
f UI ieri's O ffit:e rs eon [ 1 1 eil2,6 4 U IV liO COLI Id 


do no wyrk at Jill. Tltesc ivcrc released 
innncdiacely. fu alE, two-thirds of t!ie pris¬ 
oners taken over by dielTcnch that snixirtier 
from .-Vmericaji camps in Germany arxl in 
iTarice were useless for reparations [aboitr. 
In the camp at Sai cite-Mart he. (il.S of 700 
Captives w'erc reported to he unable to 
work. .At F.rbiseul near Ntons, Belgium, 
accordin" to a written couiplalEic, twenty- 
five per cent of eHc meii received by the 
French were ^'iieckeif " or g^irhage. 

In July artd .August, as U.S. QuiirterntaS- 
ter tdccEeiohii sigualied to Eisenliower in 
due course, the .Army lootl reserves eei Em 
rope grew by t hircy-nine per cent. 

Oil .August 4, a ojie-scjiience order 
signetE ’‘ivisenhower" CEindertined -.tU pris- 
onersof war still on h anti En the Lf.S. camps 
to DF.F st.itus: "Effective immediately all 
aieni hers of the German forces hehl in U.S. 
CLi stod y i ri th e .-\ EE ter ic a Ei/ameoioecupacion 
in GLRM.-^NA' will be eon side red as dis- 
armecE eEieillV forces and not us having the 
.Status of prisoner of war.” Xo rc.isyii was 
given. Sure wing weekly tallici; suggest the 
dual ela'josificatiofi ivas preserved, hut. tor 
the POWs now Ileiitg treated as DEFs. the 
death ratetitiadruplerl within a feiv weeks, 
froui .2 percent per week ty .S per cent. 

[.[Kigiirne DE E-s vveredyingat ne^irly five 
ri I [1 us riiLit r.ite. T he off Ic i al ‘ AXVek I y FW iic 
Dt)' Hepor;" tor the week ending Septeni- 
ber 8 .1945. still exists etc tfie U.S. Mattonal 
.Arch i ves i ii Wash t ngroti. E t shows a n aggre- 
gate of E.t).S^i,4S2 prisoners being heltl by 
the [.i.S. .-\rHiy hi cEie European theatre, tif 
who in about two-tEiirds are identifie'd as 
FOWs. rhe other third — 87 men — 

are DEFs. Dtiringthat one week, i .i,0.> I of 
tlienE died. 

Jn November. 194 5, Oeuer.d F.iseEi- 
liovver sueceerltd George .Afarshait as I.. .S. 
.At my chief st.tEl and retiEriicd totEie U.S. 

[ cl I anil ary, 194<>, t he o.c cn ps SI EIE held Sign i t ■ 
icam numbers of captives hut the U.S. had 
woiucd dow-il its pii-a>rier hyldiiigs idrnost 
to .-^ero by i Eic euti oE 1946. I he f■ rencli 
COIlCJrued hylrEicig hundreds OI tEnailsand*' 
tilri)ugh 1946. Exu gFiitluaEly reduced the 
[lumber to nothing by about 1949. Dicriiig 
the I95l>s, [HOSE nniPi-rtcorvE nxireri.ci rt4.it- 
iitg to the U.S. prcsoci camps was JesrnjyetL 
by the Army. 

F.iseuhowei' fold deplored the Gei-m.nis 
usule^ss ^leleicCe of die Reich in the last 
months of the w-:ir Eiecaiise ot cho vi asie of 
life. .At least ten times .is nt.Eny Geriiiaos — 
ILiLiloubtedly 8f)fJ,C0O. ,dmost certaicily 
more Th.ic! 9003100, and ipnce prob.ibly 
over l-EiiillHJEi — Llicd lit the l-rench and 
.American camps .is were killed iti all die 
cociibat Oil tlie WestsTii Front in ciorthwest 
I'Lirope from .America's entry into tbe war 
in 194] rhroEigli to .April, 1945,-'*^ 





